
Disciples Congregations in Tennessee,

Greetings from Nashville!  I hope all of you are having a great summer.  August is now 
upon us and fall will be here before we know it.

I am writing with a challenge and to ask for your partnership.  Exactly one year ago, we 
called our new Regional Minister and President, Rev. Dr. Christal Williams.  Since that 
time, she has worked tirelessly in her position to strengthen relationships, support 
churches, and provide vision for the region of Tennessee.  Most of us are aware that 
Dr. Williams did not inherit the greatest of financial situations when she assumed her 
role last summer.  DMF giving has declined over the years and so has basic support for 
the Tennessee region.  We now find ourselves in a position where we need to pitch in 
to help both our Region and Bethany Hills, the sacred camp that we all love and that 
continues to be instrumental in the faith development of our young people.

This week, Woodmont’s leadership made the decision to give an additional $10,000 
directly to the Tennessee Region to help with the financial situation.  I would like to 
challenge other congregations to do whatever they can from a financial standpoint to 
help get our region on better footing.  I know Dr. Williams will continue to work hard 
in her position to lead Tennessee to a stronger place which will also include tending to 
the needs of Bethany Hills.  I certainly realize that not every church has the same 
ability to help.  As a local church pastor and life-long Tennessean, I am simply asking 
for you to consider what your congregation might be able to contribute to help us get 
our region to a healthier place financially.  All of us will play an important role in this 
process.

Thank you for being a part of the Christian Church in Tennessee and thank you for all 
you do to serve Christ’s church.

With Deep Gratitude,

Dr. Clay Stauffer
Senior Minister
Woodmont Christian Church
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