
 

 

 

 

 

September 4, 2018 

 

Dear Tennessee Clergy, 

 

As we prepare to enter the next biennium of regional church ministry, I pause 

to thank you for two amazing years as your Regional Minister  and President. 

Together we have shaken, rattled and rolled our way through two years of 

positive ministry.  We have a just cause, a definitive reason, and purpose to 

celebrate. Yes, celebrate what has been accomplished, in our region.  (Yay 

God! Yay Regional Church Family!) I personally thank you for your prayers, 

dollars, participation and most importantly, linking arm in arm with me while 

we worked hard on regional ministry. However, the clarion call lives on. We 

must continue working together to make our region everything God wants it 

to be, and to uplift the covenantal relationship shared with our general 

church partners. We are still in a time of redevelopment. We are still 

transforming, shifting, and with the help of God and the regional church 

family, moving in the right direction.  

I am writing tonight to extend a very personal, and special invitation to you 

and the four voting delegates from your congregations. Please join me at 

Lindenwood Christian Church on October 12 & 13, 2018, for our Regional 

Assembly “Soul on Fire”. We have so many great items to discuss, and I 

wouldn’t dream of doing so without your presence. You are important, and 

what you think is relevant.  I do hope that you are planning to be present. Do 

you have your hotel arrangements made? Have you sent your registration 

form to the regional office?  JUST IN CASE… 

With this letter you ’ l l find a registration form and a schedule of events to be 

shared with your members. Also, this information is  available on our website 

(tndiscipes.org). We cannot wait for this time of worship, fellowship, 

networking and discipleship. It’s going to be a weekend filled with fire.  

The Christian Church (DOC) in Tennessee 
4006 Ashland City Highway 
Nashville, Tennessee 37218 

 



Here are some special things you can do to  prepare: 

• Pray for the Regional Assembly and our Tennessee congregations.  We 

want every church and every generation represented.  This will be a 

special moment in our history as Disciples of Christ in Tennessee.  

• Plan to attend the Clergy Luncheon on Friday, October 12 at 11:00am , 

at Central Christian Church. This meeting is open to all Clergy 

persons; Commissioned, Ordained, Lay, and Students. The cost is $15 

per person.  

• Make plans to attend our pre-assembly event which is a tour of the 

newly designed Civil Rights Museum. The museum costs are on your 

own.  

• Remember the Regional Ministers Reception on Friday night after the 

worship service. Meet our General Minister and President, the Rev. 

Terri Hord Owens, and the Rev. Dr. Katie Hays.  

• Learn the song “Soul on Fire” – our theme for the assembly.  Check out 

the link below to hear the song and learn the lyrics:  

https://youtu.be/i7lv9oMjv_0 

• Create a fabric representation of your congregation (about the size of a 

table runner) to place on the altar during opening worship on Friday.  

The creative thought for this representation is what “Soul on Fire” 

means to your congregation. 

• Be prepared to give generously to our special offerings during the 

weekend.  These will include: 

o Friday Night Worship – Regional Church Leadership 

Development 

o Saturday Morning Worship – Bethany Hills 

o Saturday Evening Worship – Regional Annual Fund 

o Bring the prayers of your congregation and ministry to the 

Assembly.  We will have a Prayer Ribbon sculpture , and a 

special time for those that need specific prayers during our 

Saturday morning service. 

• Meal and activity registration deadline: Oct 5!  
*Please note: walk ups will be considered on the day of the event, however, meals will 
not be available, and participation may be limited. Please make every attempt to 
register by October 5. 
 

https://youtu.be/i7lv9oMjv_0


Important Reminder: The Reg ional Assembly will serve as this year’s  Fall 

Retreat for our Tennessee Disciples Youth. October 12-14 th (Friday-Sunday) 

Please encourage your youth to attend! 

 

 
Youth Events at the Regional Assembly 

(tndisciples.org/ra18youth) 
 

• Location: The Lindenwood Christian Church Family Life Center 

• Ages: Chi-Rho and CYF 

• Cost: $85 per person (All meals and activities are covered by the 

registration fee) 

• A What to Bring list and Youth Schedule will be available on the 

website soon 

• All youth must be accompanied by Chaperones (Ratio is 1 adult per 

every 5 youth). Adults must plan to stay with you, the entire weekend 

 

Clergy, this is an exciting time in the life of our region. I certainly want 

your congregation and ministry to be part of this fantastic Regional 

Assembly weekend. If you have any questions, please contact us at the 

Regional Office. For now, please announce from your pulpits, and help 

your membership get registered. Thank you. 

 

With Greater Appreciation and Expectation,  

      Rev. Dr. Christal L. Williams  
      The Christian Church in Tennessee 
      Regional Minister & President 
      www.tndisciples.org 
      615-646-3705 
     drchristal@tndisciples.org  
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