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Disciple of Merit Award 2018 

 
The Disciple of Merit award is the highest honor given by the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) in Tennessee in recognition of outstanding service to congregations, regional and 

the general church.  Retired clergy, lay leaders and youth of any age are eligible. The 

recipients are chosen by the Regional Minister and Staff along with the Regional Board. 

This year, we recognize the faithful service of Mr. Sam Bartholomew. 

 

Sam Bartholomew, 19, has been active in Disciples of Christ 
ministries pretty much since birth. He began as a baby in the 
Lindenwood Christian Church nursery, and his involvement 
blossomed over the years. In August, he moved to Nashville to 
attend Belmont University where he is majoring in Worship 
Leadership. He is already active in the Honors Program and Belmont 
Bridge Builders.  

Church has always been an important part of Sam’s life. When he 
was a toddler, he wandered away from his parents early one Sunday 
morning. They frantically searched the church and grounds. They 
soon found him sitting in a pew in the Chapel where he was quietly 
observing an early morning worship service. People commented on 
how attentive he was and that he seemed like he belonged there.  

At Lindenwood, Sam has been active with Vacation Bible School, youth ministry, youth pastor 
search committee, media ops, and the WOW service where he was technical director. In May, 
he received the 12-year award from Music Minister Chris Nemec for singing in the King’s Choir 
and Laudate from 1st-12th grades. He was also active in the youth group at Collierville Christian 
Church. On a state level, Sam has served on the Tennessee Christian Youth Fellowship Cabinet 
as well as other leadership roles.  

Bethany Hills Camp has always been special to Sam. He first attended Bethany Hills as a baby, 
and it has been part of him ever since. He has been a camper and counselor and has led 
improvement projects there. 

Now in Nashville, he sings in the choir at Eastwood Christian Church in East Nashville. He is also 
employed as communications coordinator for Belle Meade United Methodist Church.  

Sam graduated from Christian Brothers High School in 2018 where he was a De La Salle Scholar 
and member of the National Honor Society. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Bartholomew, for your faithful service to the Christian Church! 


