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Regional Elders 

                                                                                          

Rev. Jan Harris  

Having felt called to ordained ministry in my early 50s, I found myself packing and heading 6 

hours south-east of Des Moines to Eden theological Seminary in St. Louis in 2001.  Completing 

my Masters of Divinity in 2004, I was first called to serve as Associate at a large UCC church in 

Omaha, Nebraska.  From there, I served two other congregations in Nebraska before taking an 

interim in Indiana – again, at a UCC congregation.  At the end of 3 years at a small congregation 

in east-central Illinois, it was time I retired.  Because my spouse and I had few connections in 

states other than Iowa and Tennessee, we decided it was time to go to a warmer climate. 
We moved to Tennessee in late 2015 renting an apartment.  We have found we like the idea of 

no responsibilities for upkeep and lawncare so will probably continue renting.  We also found a 

home at Eastwood Christian Church and at a new church start, Open Table Christian Church in 

Murfreesboro where we live.  We are able to regularly attend both churches because Open 

Table meets on Sunday evening. 

After time to rest and regroup following a hectic ministry, I have become involved at Eastwood 

by starting and teaching Stephen Ministries, become responsible for Adult Education 

Programming with the Education Ministry, and am currently serving on the Disciples Women’s 

Cabinet as Director of Worship. 

I am so looking forward to a new ministry opportunity as one of several Regional Elders.  In this 

way, I will be able to meet many more people and have the chance to see how others are 

church to their communities and each other. 

May God continue to bless each of us as we journey together. 

 

Rev. Connie Green 

Connie Green grew up in Columbia, Tennessee and graduated from Central High School. 
Graduated from the University of Mississippi with a Bachelor of Arts. I did a Dietetic Internship 
at St. Louis University where I worked on my Maters. I obtained an MBA from Southern Illinois 



University. Received my Masters of Divinity from Eden Theological Seminary and was ordained 
by the Disciples of Christ Christian Church of Mid America. I received my Doctorate of Ministry 
in Preaching from Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. Louis. My thesis was a study in 
transforming churches while preaching to 4 generations. I served churches in Illinois for over 20 
years. 
I have served my ordaining congregation as Board Chair and for many years as an Elder. I served 
two Regions as an officer, and six years on Regional Finance Committee. 
I have worked as a Dietitian, a Hospital Food Service Director, an Assistant Director of Finance 
for a city, a caterer, and Senior Pastor. I was active in Girl Scouting for over 20 years. I am a 
member of the American Legion Auxiliary, the Middle Tennessee Alpha Delta Pi Alumnae, the 
Tennessee DAR. I am currently filling pulpits for the Disciples and Presbyterians 
 

Rev. John Hart 

Rev. John Hart, Retired Disciple Pastor, along with his spouse, Judy, moved to Tullahoma in June 2015, 

and are active First Christian members.  For forty years he served Disciple Congregations in Kentucky, 

Missouri, Nebraska and Indiana after graduating from Lexington Theological Seminary in the mid-60’s. In 

the early 1980’s. he returned to Christian Theological Seminary (CTS) for his D.Min. degree.  While in 

retirement, he maintains a small private practice as a state licensed marriage and family therapist. 

(LMFT).  Another retirement delight is kayaking an hour and one half each morning on the nearby TVA 

Normandy Lake.  

Elder Mara Grisham 

Mara Grisham holds several positions in her local church, First Christian Church in Cleveland, 

TN, where she has been a member since 1982.  She is the church treasurer, an elder and 

Sunday School teacher.  For several years, Mara has been the study leader for the Disciple 

Women’s Group.   

On a regional level, Mara has held several positions on the TN Disciple Women’s Cabinet for the 

past 20 years.  She has also been on the Regional Board and was secretary for 4 years. 

Mara is chairman of the Family Advocate Committee for Habitat of Humanity of Cleveland, 

Panel chairman for the United Way, and a volunteer leader for Cleveland High School Science 

Olympiad Team.  She is married to Nick and is mom to Ben & Annie Grisham of Lexington, KY 

and Lee & Jennifer Grisham of Queens, NY. 

 

 

Rev. Joanne Flowers 

Joanne Walker Flowers is a native of Louisville, KY currently residing in Johnson City, TN with her 

husband Virgil.  She has one daughter, Leah and two grandchildren, Elijah and Claudia. 



She holds a B.S., Central State University (Wilberforce); M.S., East Tennessee State University; M.P.H., 

University of Pittsburgh; M.Div., Emmanuel Christian Seminary; and Ph.D., University of Texas.  As a 

public health professional, she had held positions in academia (professor, department chair, and dean) 

and in public health practice as an environmental epidemiologist.  Further, she is a retired Navy 

commander. 

As an ordained minister in the Christian Church (DOC), she is an associate minister at Bethel Christian 

Church (DOC) in Jonesborough and a volunteer hospital chaplain at the Johnson City Medical Center.  

Currently, she is a member of the Regional Board of the Christian Church in Tennessee and chair of the 

Commission on Outreach.  In the past, she has worked with the “Walk to Emmaus” community and 

Kairos International as a spiritual director.  She has served on short-term mission trips to Cuba, Kenya, 

Haiti, China, and Turkey (Woman to Woman Pilgrimage).   

Joanne feels uniquely called to global missions and a ministry of health and healing.  Her scriptural 

foundation for all she is and all she hopes to be:  

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13. 

 

 

 

 


